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Mark Roper 
Trustee
New Zealand’s freshwa-
ter environment supports 
approximately 29 native 
freshwater fish species. 

Around three-quarters of these are threatened 
with, or are at risk of, extinction. The presence 
of a fish species can be affected by changes 
in catchment land cover, land use, in-stream 
habitat, fish passage, pests, and contami-
nants. Since its inception in 2002, the Trust 
has restored and protected approximately 50 
km of river habitat for the eleven species of 
native freshwater fish known to inhabit the 
Maraetōtara River. Fish communities play an 
integral role in the ecological functionality of 
river ecosystems and can be useful indicators 
of restoration success. By monitoring the 
fish species present within stream reaches 
post-restoration the Trust can gauge the effect 
of restoration efforts on this aspect of the 
river’s biological function. 

Data collected through restoration suc-
cess monitoring is a valuable education tool, 
for example through social media, and can aid 
in transforming people’s outlook on their envi-
ronment. Raising awareness of the declining 
health of New Zealand’s freshwater environ-
ment while helping achieve tangible results 
are key drivers behind my involvement in the 
Maraetōtara Tree Trust. In combination with 
the numerous other local restoration projects 
underway, I look forward to the continued suc-
cess of biodiversity protection and enhance-
ment within the Hawke’s Bay Region.

Mark is a Freshwater Ecologist.

Pat Turley 
Chair’s Overview

The Maraetōtara River 
exits to the ocean at Te Awanga 
at median flow rate 0.64 
cumecs (640 litres per second, 

2,300,000 litres per hour).  Maraetōtara Tree 
Trust in its 16th year has well over half the 
river – 86kms both sides, fenced, reserved and 
planted. 

Thank you to landowners for commit-
ting private land to reservation in perpetuity.  
The long-term collaboration of volunteers-led 
registered charity MTT and the Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council is substantially reciprocal.  
The project is a very successful private-public 
and volunteers partnership.  

Trustees in 2002 were visionary.  Andy 
Lowe was settlor.  Sir Rodney Gallen, Paratene 
Te Huia and Keith Taylor are esteemed, late 
trustees.  Martin A’Court, Kahuranaki Station, 
supported by Carrie, was a foundation trustee. 
He and Jenifer Jane, are recently retired.  Pre-
viously retired are Folker Liebenow and Tony 
Wilson, preceded by other trustees.

Deputy Chair Raewyn Ricketts and Hylton 
McDermott are 2002 founding trustees still serv-
ing.  They and river works coordinator Kepa Toa 
were team from day one – Kepa is a trustee.  
Lawyer, Richard Stone joined the governance 
group in 2016.  Mark Roper, a fresh water ecol-
ogist, is the newest trustee.  Alec Olsen is our 
prior chair, he is now the trust’s highly-reliable 
secretary.  Alec is a governance linchpin.  

Alan Berry succeeded Dick Geenty.  Alan 
is a highly-competent treasurer and a boon act-
ing as operations general manager.  Alan plans 
and coordinates fieldwork, he leads grant appli-
cations, giving masses of work to the project.

David Trubridge’s company for five 
years consistently, is an exceptionally gener-
ous permanent sponsor of Maraetōtara River 
restoration, margins reforestation, a river birdlife 
corridor and habitat.

Hawke’s Bay Regional Council is 
massively focussed on land, waterways and 
environment stewardship.  Its leadership and 
Maraetōtara River corridor betterment will ripple 
forward for generations.   

To trustee Lisl Prendergast, who coordi-
nated another newsletter, great work.  To the 
landowners, HBRC people, MTT team and 
masses of willing support-
ers, thank you for your 
superb work for 16 years!

Richard Stone 
Trustee
Richard Stone is a solicitor 
with Souness Stone and 
joined the Maraetōtara Tree 
Trust in 2016 after being 

approached by Pat Turley who has subsequent-
ly become chairman of the trust. 

Richard was aware that the trust had 
been well served by the legal profession in the 
past. Whilst recognising he would never replace 
the past trustees he wished to continue the 
legacy left by such jurists as the late Sir Rodney 
Gallen. 

Richard is part of a group of younger 
trustees who have, relatively recently, joined 
the trust. He sees an opportunity to build on the 
fantastic work of the founding trustees, some of 
whom were looking to step back from the trust. 

Richard believes he has inherited a trust in 
very good heart. The trust has recently substan-
tially increased its funding through applications 
to the Department of Conservation and devel-
oping a close relationship with the Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council. 

Richard was involved in developing 
a car park and public access area near the 
Waimarama bridge crossing of the Maraetōtara 
stream. This project was generously assisted by 
the Hastings District Council. 

Richard would like to continue to find 
opportunities to allow more public access to the 
river to allow the public to see, first hand, the 
fantastic improvement in water quality, bird and 
aquatic life, and the fauna generally as a result 
of the years of hard work of the Maraetōtara 
Tree Trust. 

Whatungarongaro te 
tangata toitu te whenua (when 
the people are gone the land 
remains). 

View from the bridge on the 
Waimarama Rd



MTT Supporters & 
Donors 2016-2018
 
KEY PARTNERS
Participating Landowners 2002-18
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council 2002-18
BM Accounting Ltd
HBPM | Habitat, Biodiversity & Pest Management 

PRIMARY FINANCIAL DONORS
David Trubridge Ltd 
DoC Community Conservation Fund
Hawke’s Bay Foundation
Carrie Greenwood & Martin A’Court
TCL | Turley & Co Ltd
Sanderson Trust
Clearview Estate Winery
Etiquette Event Promotions - Greg Howie
Craig & Penny Hickson - Progressive Meats
Hastings Rotary Club

 
GIFTED SERVICES
Taikura Rudolf Steiner School 
MTT Trustees & Officers
MRD Web + Digital Marketing
Tim Whittaker Photography
Souness Stone Lawyers
TCL | Turley & Co Ltd
NOW Web hosting
The Print House - Havelock North

MTT Governance Group
Chair:  Pat Turley - trustee
Dep. Chair: Raewyn Ricketts  - trustee
Treasurer: Alan Berry
Secretary: Alec Olsen
Trustees:  Hylton McDermott
  Lisl Prendergast
  Richard Stone
  Kepa Toa
  Mark Roper 
  
Financial Advisor:   Alan Berry
Trust Settlor:          Andy Lowewww.maraetotaratreetrust.co.nz

Treasurer’s Report
Volunteer groups and trusts are big business in New Zealand and 
absorb not only a great deal of time but also a huge amount of cash. It 
is therefore entirely appropriate that contributors and the public at large 
should be able to see what has happened to the funds entrusted to 
those groups.

The Maraetōtara Tree Trust has been working out on the river for 
fifteen years now and is planting about 15,000 native trees, flaxes and 
grasses on the banks of the Maraetōtara River each year. This comes 
at a cost of about $60,000 in cash, quite apart from the volunteer labour, 
so a fair amount of fundraising is required to meet our cash outgoings. 
With the increasing public support for environmental restoration work, 
funding has however become a little easier than it was when the project 
began. We now receive financial support from public agencies such 
as the Department of Conservation and the HB Regional Council, and 
also a wide range of private individuals, businesses, national trusts and 
family trusts. Our work could not continue without that support.

As a charitable trust we are very particular in our management of 
those funds. The people who place them in our care expect us to spend 
the money wisely, in pursuit of our objective of clearing the river and 
planting its banks in native species from the hinterland to the sea. We 
plan forward and prepare budgets like any responsible business and 
all expenditure is scrutinised by the trustees at their monthly meetings. 
Government agencies and major trust donors also receive detailed 
reports on how their grants were used on the river.  And at the end of 
every year we file a return with Charities Services showing details of 
how we spent the money and what we achieved with that spending. 
Just go to www.charities.govt.nz and search on our registration number 
CC23200. 

Alan Berry, Treasurer
Retired Fellow Chartered Accountant

A New Biodiversity Initiative 
A plan to improve the health of native animals and plants and their habitats in Hawke’s 
Bay was launched on 22 May at Havelock North Function Centre.

 The vision of Biodiversity Hawke’s Bay is to bring together all the groups and indi-
viduals working to protect what is left, enhance habitats and make a difference.

“There are wonderful people already doing great work in Hawke’s Bay to protect 
birds, plants and habitats. But until now they have largely worked in isolation, so by plan-
ning together we can be use collective knowledge and action to be more effective,” says 
Connie Norgate, Operations Manager for DOC Napier who is the Chair of the Biodiversity 
Guardians.

The Biodiversity Guardians has been established as a key point in the Action Plan. It 
is an incorporated society that will represent the public interest in biodiversity and actively 
oversee the Strategy in action. 

A second organisation, the Hawke’s Bay Biodiversity Foundation, 
was also a priority. This Trust has been established and has the goals 
of growing an endowment fund and ultimately administering funding of 
biodiversity restoration projects.

The Maraetōtara Tree Trust fits comfortably with both of these new 
initiatives and we wish them all power and success.

The HB Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan are available on 
www.biodiversityhb.org.
Alec Olsen, Secretary

Alec Olsen Secretary MTT 
with Kepa Toa.



David Trubridge Ltd is proud to support the Maraetōtara Tree Trust 
project for five years and we have been very happy with the relationship. 
We had been concerned about keeping our environmental footprint to 
a minimum, but there are always some carbon emissions that we can’t 
avoid. To mitigate these we like to plant trees and there is no-one better 
placed to do this than MTT right here in our own backyard. It is only right 
to restore the Maraetōtara River corridor to protect the river. This pro-
vides a waterway and dry land habitat, a birds connector and its planting 
of native trees results in a much richer biodiversity.

David himself has always loved trees ever since he started his furniture 
career with a supporting part-time job as a forester in northern England. 
“If I can help to add to the coverage of foliage on the planet and health  
of native species then I will be leaving it as a better place for our 
descendants.” www.davidtrubridge.com

Jenifer T Jane, MTT 
member, 2003 - 2018
In 2003 Hylton McDermott came up my driveway to ask if I’d like to be 
secretary of MTT.  Hesitantly, I agreed to go to the next trustees’ meet-
ing.  I was hooked!  These people were practical, hard-working and, 
above all, good-humoured. And they were promoting  what I agreed was 
a wonderful cause.

While the Trust had then been going for a couple of years, things 
were still very much hand-to-mouth.  We never knew if there’d be 
enough money for the next month, let alone the next year.  We did 
everything we could think of to raise not only funds, but awareness of 
the project.  Martin A’Court let people climb Mt. Kahuranaki for a fee, we 
sold plants, and we (especially Raewyn Ricketts) gave lots and lots of 

speeches to anyone that would listen.  Now we get some truly generous 
donations, and Etiquette Event’s “Enchanted Forest Ball” raised money 
for MTT with an auction.  While things are more stable financially now, 
the planting goes on and on and so do the expenses.  There are still 
many more kilometres to go!

Volunteers have been many and varied through the years; schools, 
prisoners, office workers, EIT students, land-owners, and the lads from 
the Community Max scheme.  Under the tutelage of the incomparable 
Kepa Toa, these 12 boys went from school-leavers to full-time employ-
ment - it was one of the Trust’s proudest moments.

Living on the Maraetōtara River, I have been able to witness a lot 
of improvements first hand.  It has been both an honour and a pleasure 
to have been part of this project.



Please help the trust 
plant more trees:
The restoration of the Maraetōtara River corridor is dependent on 
support from our community. Please donate so we can continue 
improving the water quality and this beautiful habitat.

I WOULD LIKE TO DONATE:
 $50
 $100
 $300
 Other: $.................................

Birdwatch Maraetōtara
The Maraetōtara River is host to many threatened species but the hope 
is that there are projects to assist the Shore Sand Plover and the Blue 
Mountain Duck - Whio. The lower reaches of the river are also home to 
the Banded Dotterel 
and Brown teal have 
made a real comeback 
in the last few years. 
Andy Lowe is the 
instigator of the Shore 
Plover project and  

the Blue Mountain Duck or 
Whio is also in his plans 
for the future. Andy is a 
great supporter of the 
MTT.

July Update
On July 12th a group of people from the Corrections Department  were 
planting trees on Adele Mohi’s property on the Ocean Beach road.  
Our Secretary Alec 
Olsen was helping 
as was Kepa Toa 
also a Trustee and 
hard working co-ordi-
nator for MTT. 
MTT has many 
contributors some 
who live on the river 
and some who just 
like the work of the 
Trust.

Kia ora koutou mo 
ou koutou tautoko.

Fred & Te Kotahi with the boil 
up for lunch. Planting day on 
the 15th July

Kepa Toa and Alec Olsen with Shane from the  
Corrections Department, who has kayaked the river 
right to the sea.

Planting trees on July 12th View from a jetty, Kuku St, 
Te Awanga

Nga mihi Kepa Toa,  
Kia ora koe mo tou mahi.

To:  
Maraetōtara Tree Trust
P.O. Box 8928
Havelock North 4157
Charity No. CC 23200

Taikura Rudolf Steiner School.  
Planters, and committed helpers of  
The Maraetōtara Tree Trust


