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Richard Cross 

Richard Cross has been Turley & Co’s preferred public land solicitor partner and co-

contractor since 1998 – for over two decades.   

48 years in property law. I am currently a Consultant to Willis Legal in Napier having retired 

from 17 years as a Partner in 2013. Previously I was a Public Servant in various property-

related Departments in Auckland and Napier including 12 years as District Land Registrar 
for Hawke's Bay.

 My practice area is all aspects of Property Law and my special expertise areas are 

subdivisions, titles, easements and covenants, and general local body property matters; and 

extensive Public Works matters (roading legalisations and stoppings, easements for TLAs 
or on TLA lands, and acquisitions) and Reserves Act matters.

I have been involved in NZ Law Society Committees since 1995 and am still a member of 
the NZLS Land Titles Committee. I also represented the NZLS Property Law Section as a 
member of the Land Information of NZ Board overseeing the development and 
construction of Landonline, and am currently part of a team working with LINZ on the 
Landonline rebuild.

I have also presented seminars, conference papers and written articles for subsequent 

publication on various property law and public works matters and cases 

Willis Legal is the largest law firm in Hawke's Bay with offices in Napier and Hastings and is

over 120 years old. The property team is extensive with a very experienced senior group 

leading it and it covers all aspects of property law. There are currently myself plus two 

partners and two staff members providing property services to Hawke's Bay TLAs. I have 
personally directly provided services to Napier City, Hastings, Wairoa and CHB District 
and Hawke's Bay Regional Councils, and have worked with Turley & Co to assist with 
work for other TLAs.
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