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Both lanes of State Highway 2 have
reopened after a slip on the road
between Napier and Wairoa The
50 cubic metre slip occurred near
Putorino north of the Waikere
bridge, about 3am on Monday.Both
lanes of the road were closed until
about 1130am when one was
reopened The second reopened
about 1pm.No quick diversion
options were available.

Napier and Hastings 'severely unaffordable' as shortage of supply has major impact

Cbolrontom

A

"perfect storm· has hit
housing prices in Napier
and Hastings to the point
where they are now classi
fie°l as "severely unaffordable".
The twin cities were ranked
together as the sixth most
unaffordable city in New Zealand to
buy a home, in the 16th Annual
Demographia International Housing
Affordability Survey.
The survey of 309 cities around
the world showed the median house
price) for Napier-Hastings ($505,000)
is now more than seven times the
median income ($68,000).
Pat Turley, principal for land
economists and valuers Hawke's
Bay's Turley & Co, said the primary
cause
of
declining
housing
affordability was very low interest
rates and a surge in people wanting
to live in the region
"A shortage of houses due to still
lagging supply, mainly due to high net
migration and coupling with good
economic performance and confid
ence ... it's a perfect storm."
Hastings Mayor Sandra Hazlehurst
said the lack of affordable housing in
the community had been a challenge
in the last four to five years, and many
factors contributed to the shortage,
from low interest rates to high rents.
But it was being addressed, she
said
"Our council presented a housing

The New Zealand Secondary
Students Choir is set to hit the high
notes on a regional tour of Hawke's
Bay tonight The choir will perform
at the Waiapu Anglican Cathedral
of St John the Evangelist in Napier,
from 7.30pm.New Zealand's
56-strong national choir, which has
been rehearsing at Napier Girls'
High School in the lead-up to the
Hawke's Bay concert, will perform
works by Sam Pottle, William Byrd,
Michael McGlynn and several New
Zealand composers.Tickets range
from $10 to $25.

Still a mystery
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Houses on Napier Hill, one of Napier's most expensive suburbs.

plan to the government and Housing
Minister Megan Woods has chosen
Hastings for a place-based pilot hous
ing programme.
"This will firstly deal with the issue
of homelessness and our severe
housing shortage in the short term
and secondly, to ensure the housing
market works for everyone so that
home ownership is possible for the
whole community in the medium to
long term"
The plan will ultimately deliver an
additional 200 houses for low
moderate income families over the
next 18 months, she said
"We have also partnered with Te
Taiwhenua o Heretaunga to help

build their new Waingakau Village in
F1axmere, one of only two shared
equity housing developments in New
Zealand which will bring close to 120
quality affordable homes to families.
"This year we will be looking at
different models to make it easier for
our young people and first time home
buyers to get into the market and buy
a property and we're working with
developers to address this problem,"
Hazlehurst said
"Housing is a major priority of all
of the region's leaders and we aim for
everyone to have a home to call their
own·
Napier City Councillor Maxine
Boag said the lack of social housing

was her main concern
Tue need for social housing has
skyrocketed. and the demand far
exceeds the supply."
She said the fact that Napier and
Hastings were both lower-wage
economies didn't help matters.
"We have seasonal, lower paid,
labour.That's where the rubber meets
the road"
A way to address the issue would
be for local businesses to make it a
priority to pay their workers the living
wage, she said
"That would help. House prices
and rents are spiralling up and the
only thing we can do is increase
supply."

Napier tattooist's drug-linked design hits sweet spot
A Napier's tattooist's work has gone
viral after photos of his drug-related
design were posted to social media
Arkay Tattooing from Napier
posted the photo, showing two
women with matching tattoos that
show knives being heated on the
element coils of an electric stove.
The practice, known as "spotting"
or "hot knives·. is used across the
world to consume cannabis but is
uniquely popular in New Zealand. a
country where no cutlery drawer is
safe and possession of heat
blackened knives can even count as
possession of drug paraphernalia
Tattooist Rob Kent, who works out
of The Collective Napier, a tattoo
studio in the city, said he had done
the design as part of a series of
Kiwiana tattoos and it had been
selected by an existing client
Kent said the client took months
to make the decision to get the ink

The drug-related design has been
popular Online.
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and wanted to get a matching tattoo
with her friend, who got hers later.
Kent said the women chose the
design as a tribute to their long friend
ship and to remember times gone by.
The designs were inked on the
inner arm, so could be easily hidden
Many comments on the photo
came from outside New Zealand,

where some recognised the design
but added that the technique was "old
school". and others were completely
in the dark.
Kent said he was surprised the
photo had gained so much interna
tional reaction but he hadn't been
able to keep up with the comments.
The confusion expressed by inter
national commenters reinforces the
unique place the smoking method
has in the Kiwi drug culture and it
was obvious some foreigners had
never had the dubious pleasure of
taking on two super-heated knives.
"What is this? Knives and heaters?"
wrote one confused soul.
Kiwi comments on the design were
more detail-oriented, with the
tattooist praised for including "the ash
around the outer element" but criti
cised for not adding another common
part of the technique.
"You forgot the tin lid or spoon But

hey, spots on brah," said one.
Unfortunate Kiwi drug users may
well know a more common way to
leave a mark on your skin and that
too was referenced by commenters.
"When someone would ask how
you got that knife-shaped bum on
your face ..."
Kent, who has been tattooing for
six years, said it was unlikely he
would repeat the exact design and he
only replicated it in this case because
the clients wanted it matching.
He said that the tattoo was one of
his more controversial designs and
outside of his usual theme of pop
culture but said it was "fun to do " and
supported his clients' right to get the
design
He recommended that anyone
thinking of getting a tattoo, particu
larly one like this, should do the same
as these women and take their time
before going under the needle.

The investigation of the
disappearance of former Hawke's
Bay man Hugh McAllister in the
South Island 10 years ago remains
open despite a 2015 Coroner's
ruling that he must have died.
police say.It's the anniversary
today and police would welcome
any information which could
indicate what happened to the
70-year-old after he left a gold mine
where he'd been working near
Kurnara on the afternoon of
January 2L 2010.In aHawke's Bay
Today story published on Saturday,
daughter Juliette said she believes
he must have been murdered,
saying that if he had fallen or died
from a medical even his body
would have been found Searches
found his white ute, parked beside
a track leading to the Greenstone
River about a week after he
disappeared The Coroner in 2015
determined McAllister must have
died but the lack of evidence
meant he could not establish a
cause. Police ask anyone who has
information to contact Greymouth
Police via the 105 line.

Magical celebration
The annual Harry Potter Book
Night, celebrated internationally
each February, will take place in
Civic Square Hastings on February
5.Hastings District Llbraries and
Hastings City Art Gallery will host
the Triwizard Tournament theme
night Hastings District councillor
Wendy Schollurn says this year's
event will again give people the
chance to enjoy the magic of Harry
Potter.Young wizards, witches and
Muggles will be treated to an
evening of magical games and
interactive fun, including The Great
Wardini who will amaze Muggles
with his magic show.
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